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Multnomah Arts Center 
Clay Arts Program

• Clay Arts Courses
• Studio Information
• Registration & Contact Information

Multnomah Arts Center 
Clay Arts Instructors

How to get to Multnomah Arts Cen-
ter

Multnomah Arts Center
7688 SW Capitol Hwy 
Portland, OR 97219

Call us at (503) 823-ARTS (2787)
www.MultnomahArtsCenter.org
Bus Lines:   #44 PCC/Sylvania
  #45 Garden Home

Hours :  Mon - Fri: 9am - 9:30pm 
  Sat: 9am - 12:30pm
Call us for more information or to register. 
MAC accepts Visa or Mastercard.
No out-of-district fees!
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Mark Cissell - Clay Coordinator
Mark comes to MAC with clay experience from the Men-
docino Art Center in California. He worked with renowned 
clay artist, Torbjorn Kvasbo, in kiln building, and with 
Steven Hill, making clay and slips for single fi rings. He is 
very interested in bringing alternative fi ring methods to 
MAC - including solar, lo-temp, pit fi ring and raku.

Connie Earnshaw has taught at MAC for over 10 years. 
She has taught ceramics at PSU, Clark College, PCC, Reed 
College and University of Washington,  in the Artists in Schools 
and the TAG Programs. She holds an MFA from PSU.

Jan Edwards has been teaching at MAC since 1992. 
Jan comes to us with over 30 years of teaching experi-
ence. She has taught at the Anderson Ranch Art Center in 
Colorado, the Aspen Community School, Colorado Moun-
tain College and various workshops throughout the US, 
Canada and Mexico. She is also a member of the OPA. 

Kicki Masthem has received awards such as the “Individual 
Artist Fellowship” from the Virginia Commission for the Arts, 
“Halvorsen Residency” at Contemporary Crafts Museum 
and Gallery and “Artist in Residence” at Watershed Ceramic 
Center for the Arts, ME. Her work is featured in “500 Figures in 
Clay: Ceramic Artists Celebrate the Human Form”, Lark Press.

Kurtis Piltz has been teaching at MAC since it was created. 
He teaches both children and adults and is an all-time favor-
ite. He is both adept at throwing and building slab forms. His 
work can be seen at the Anne Bocce Gallery in Multnomah.

Jessica Pluhar has been at MAC since 2002. She holds 
a Masters in Education from Lewis and Clark College. In 
addition to teaching here, she teaches art in the local public 
schools, and has taught in Indiana at the St Charles School, 
the John Waldron Art Center, and Indiana University in the 
areas of ceramics, book arts and photography.

Mark Prieto has been teaching at MAC for a number of 
years. He holds a BFA in Ceramics from the Rhode Island 
School of Design. Before coming to MAC, Mark worked as a 
studio potter and ceramics teacher in the Bay Area. His work 
focuses on throwing, design and decorating techniques.

Victoria Shaw began teaching ceramics at MAC in 1992. 
She has been teaching ceramics for over 25 years and is 
a member of the OPA and the National Council on Educa-
tion for the Ceramic Arts College Art Association. Her work 
has been shown at  the U of O Museum of Art,  Ohio State 
University and Contemporary Crafts Gallery.

Jan von Bergen  -  As a Fulbright scholar, Jan went to 
Japan fi ve years ago and taught lessons in Italic calligraphy, 
bookbinding and drawing. She has a degree in ceramics and 
printmaking from the Museum Art School (now called PNCA. 
) She is also a retired art teacher from  Arts & Communica-
tion and Southridge High School in Beaverton.
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Multnomah Arts Center Clay Arts Program Multnomah Arts Center 
Clay StudioThe Multnomah Arts Center’s Clay Arts program offers classes for children through adults year-round. Our community of teachers and staff are com-

mitted to helping you find your way with clay. Below is a listing of some of our typical class offerings. Call or come by to pick up a schedule that in-
cludes more details about the classes.

Youth Clay Offerings

Clay Creations  Ages 2-8
Parent & child work together inventing new 
shapes, from nature or imagination, while exploring 
handbuilding and sculpting.

Clay   Ages 4 - 6
Invention, discovery & PLAY with CLAY! Stimu-
late your mind & get your fingers working with 
construction techniques like coil & pinching.

Clay - Handbuilding & Sculpture   Ages 7 - 9
Explore and combine coil, slab and pinch construc-
tion techniques as well as modeling and carving. 
Gain personal satisfaction as you design special 
sculptures and pottery projects.

Handbuilding & Wheelthrowing   Ages 8 - 13
Explore techniques in ceramics that have been used 
throughout history including coiling, pinching, slab 
making & wheel throwing. 

Clay - Wheel Throwing   Ages 8 - 13
Develop patience, increase coordination & gain a sense 
of accomplishment using basic techniques & tools.

Teen & Adult Clay Offerings
Scultpting the Human Figure in Clay
Working with a live model for portraiture and full figure pieces, 
students will gain skills in depicting the human form in clay. 
Both long and short poses will be offered, with some pieces cre-
ated as exercises, and some taken to completion and high fired. 

Clay - Hand & Wheel
Experience techniques for shaping, glazing & building while 
discovering methods for material preparation. Gain insight for 
mixing the artistic & functional that ceramics can offer.

Clay - Slab Construction 
Craft large hand built forms utilizing the fundamentals & 
techniques of this method. The object grows according to 
imagination & creativity.

Clay -Hand & Wheel Decorative Techniques
Here’s your chance to explore advanced techniques in hand & 
wheel clay work. Demonstrations on faceting, carving, scraffito, 
wax resist, engobes & glazes for intermediate students.

Sculpture - 3D Design In Clay 
Explore possibilities in functional or sculptural clay, work-
ing large or small. Bring your ideas alive as you create pieces 
from vessels to figures & animals. A variety of slab, coiling & 
modeling techniques will be demonstrated, as well as sur-
face decoration & glazing. You’ll learn about ceramic history 
as you develop your creative style.

Ceramics Workshops: Alternative Firing Workshop • Secrets of 
Glazing Workshop • Clay Vessels • Santa Clara Pueblo Firing
Ceramic Tile Workshop

MAC also offers special ceramics workshops with renowned 
ceramics artists every year. Past artists include: 
Patrick Horsley Thanh Binh Duong, Steven Hill and Judy 
and Lincoln Tafoya.

Our Clay Arts Studio is equipped with:
• 19 electric wheels
• 3 outdoor (under cover) kick wheels
• 4 bisque kilns, 2 gas reduction kilns, 1 raku kiln
• Heated dry box, damp room
• 7 colors of engobe slips
• 20 high fire glazes & 6 or more Raku glazes
• Griffin grip and community tools
• Slab roller
• Extruder and die sets
• Molds of plaster, clay & fabric
• lockers and storage available

All in a spacious, bright and clean setting.

Open Clay Studio Hours
(Check with MAC office for dates)
Mondays: 6pm - 9pm
Tuesdays, Thursdays & Fridays:  Noon - 3pm 
Saturdays:  Noon - 4pm

Clay: starting at $8 for a 25lb bag. 
Fee: $8/hr for teens & adults, $4/hr for children under 
13. Fee includes glazes & firings. 

The use of the studio is intended for personal 
enrichment & recreation. Production for retail & use 
ofoutside clay are not allowed. Only work done during 
open pottery may be fired. All clay must be purchased 
at MAC. Adult clay classes include 1st bag of clay, 
glazes, firings & open studio. 

Clay Coordinator: Mark Cissell

Family Clay Night - Fridays, 6pm - 8:30pm
Come as a family and play with clay. $10/hr per adult and child. $4/hr each 
extra child. Includes 5lbs of clay, glazes and firings. This is an adult and 
child activity - sorry, not for solo participants. Use of potters wheels are by 
instructor approval only.

Jessica Pluhar
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